City of Banning, Quarterly Newsletter – Fall 2016



92220

www.ci.banning.ca.us

PROUD HISTORY, PROSPEROUS TOMORROW
Our mission as a city is to provide a safe, pleasant, and prosperous community in which to
live, work and play. We will achieve this in a cost-effective, citizen-friendly and open manner.

Welcome Back!

In this Issue
Community Center
Activities
Animal Services Survey

It’s been awhile, but Banning’s quarterly newsletter
is back! In an effort to keep our citizens up-todate, the City will include information about new
developments and upcoming events. As a City
that strives to provide top-quality services to our
residents, we hope you find this newsletter useful.
You can look for the next issue of 92220 in January.

New City Council
Election System
Balanced Budget
Drinking Water
Standards
Public Works
Improvements

STATE OF THE CITY
Banning’s 2016 State of the City address was held on
October 4th in the Council Chambers. Mayor Art Welch
reported on the City’s finances and improvements. To see
a video of his presentation, go to www.banninglive.viebit.
com or www.ci.banning.ca.us under the Government Access
Channel link.

Sun Lakes Village Shopping Center Additions: Total – 97,379 square feet (sf)
Tenants include: Hobby Lobby, Marshal's, Party City, and Big 5.
Major C – 43,859 sf
(includes 600 sf vestibule)
Major D – 10,500 (Garden
Center area of 9,200 sf +
1,300 sf addition)

Additionally, the Brew Rebellion
Pub is opening during the first
quarter of 2017 with 1,499 sf

Visit the Banning Community Center at 789 N. San
Gorgonio Ave. for a wide range of classes and activities. For
more information, call 951-922-3242, or visit our website at
www.ci.banning.ca.us/55/Community-Services.

Keep Moving!

Your City At-a-Glance
Major A – 23,000 sf
Major B – 20,020 sf

Community Center
Happenings

Police staff of 32 and
Dispatch staff of 8

Activities
Our program offerings
include youth sports
leagues, tennis lessons,
Zumba, yoga, guitar,
ballet, and Fit after 50.

Check out Zumba Gold, a dance-fitness class that is great for all
ages and genders. This is a modified Zumba class that recreates
the original moves at a lower intensity. This program for active
adults is offered Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays from
10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. at the Community Center. Instructor
Lorena Ervin keeps it fun with a party-like atmosphere and good
music. Fee is $3 per class, or $25 per month for seniors.

For more information visit: www.ci.banning.ca.us

The Senior Center also
provides numerous
services and activities
for residents 55+!

Banning Stagecoach Days
Rides Again!

Banning Pride!
Check out this video highlighting the many benefits of living in Banning, from quality schools to recreational
opportunities. The video was produced by ICMA Webs Edge and Patrick Stephens, the City’s information
technology and media specialist. It includes appearances by Mayor Art Welch and Mayor Pro Tem George Moyer,
and contributions from staff. The web address is: Vimeo.com/websedge/review/183979436/104c5b7c2d.

The video can also be found on the City’s website at www.ci.banning.ca.us/ - click on video link under
“Welcome to Banning.”

Hundreds of residents and visitors from across Southern California turned
out for the 2016 Banning Stagecoach Days on Sept. 9th-11th, with sold-out
professional rodeo events, live entertainment and Wild West gun shows. This
was the 59th year for the celebration that honors the history of our City, which
was named for General Phineas T. Banning, operator of a stagecoach line from Wilmington, Calif., to Yuma, Ariz.,
via the Banning Pass. Organized by the nonprofit Stagecoach Days Association, the event combines community
spirit with old-fashioned fun. This year’s theme was “Red, White and Blue, This Rodeo’s for You,” and featured
Professional Rodeo Cowboy Association bull riding, roping and bareback riding at the A.C. Dysart Park Arena.
Numerous other activities filled the lineup, including a parade with longtime resident Georgia Craig serving as
grand marshal, a carnival and rodeo queen competition. Entertainment was provided by tribute band Country
Nation, and the Wild West gunfight, encampment, and costume competition was hosted by the Border Renegades.
For photos and highlights from this year’s event, check out the Banning Stagecoach Days page on Facebook, or go
to www.stagecoachdays.org.

Next year's Stagecoach Days Event is set for Sept. 8-10, 2017!

Community Action
Committee – Animal

Services in the City of Banning
The City of Banning is interested in hearing
residents' opinions regarding Animal Services.
A survey is underway to gauge the needs of the
community in this area. Here are some facts
about current operations:

Quick Facts:

Balanced Budget – Watch us Grow
We are proud to report that the City’s budgets for the next two fiscal years are
healthy and balanced.
[[ In 2016-2017, revenues from property taxes are expected to grow by 5 percent and sales
tax by almost 9 percent, which will add about $487,000 to the City’s General Fund.
[[ This growth reflects the improving economy and increased economic activity in Banning.
The City is receiving regular inquiries about commercial, mixed-use and residential
developments and we expect this to continue.

[[ Currently there is no animal shelter
operating in the city of Banning (or
anywhere in the Pass).

[[ The budget for the coming year is $101.5 million. This represents a 34 percent increase
over the previous year due to numerous capital improvement projects, including street
improvements and a wastewater treatment plant expansion.

[[ The approximate distance Banning
residents must travel to claim
animals is 17-20 miles.

[[ The City has also streamlined operating expenses, maintains robust reserves, and added
major retail stores to its tax rolls.

[[ There is an abandoned animal
shelter in the city of Banning
(requiring major renovation).
[[ There are no low-cost spay/
neuter/vaccination services in the
City of Banning.
To fill out the survey online, please visit
www.ci.banning.ca.us/animalshelter

CONTEST WINNERS
Here are the winners from
this year’s City of Banning
Employee Picnic:
Richard Soriano - Banning Ninja
Warrior Obstacle Course, Men’s Division
Heidi Meraz - Banning
Ninja Warrior Obstacle Course,
Women’s Division
Michelle Green - Chili Cook-Off

[[ The Sun Lakes Village Shopping Center recently welcomed Big 5 Sporting Goods,
Hobby Lobby, Marshall’s and Party City in the renovated space where Kmart was, and
Chipotle, T-Mobile and Sleep Train are on their way.

Also in the works:
A 91-room La Quinta Inn at the northwest corner of Hargrave and Ramsey
streets, which will include a fast-food drive thru and a deli on site.
Airport Lofts, a 24-unit mixed-use development on Lincoln Street, west of
the airport; the project will have commercial space downstairs and residential
above.
The Village at Paseo San Gorgonio, a mixed-use commercial project on
5 ½ acres along Ramsey Street, across from City Hall, will include about
65,000 square feet of office, retail and restaurant space.
Banning is also making great progress on attracting new residents to the City.
On Oct. 11th, the City Council approved the RSG Master Planned Community
of 3,385 homes. The Rancho San Gorgonio development will encompass
831 acres in the southern part of the City. The development by Diversified
Pacific is organized into 44 planning areas with a variety of residential housing
options, public parks, open space, walking and riding trails, an elementary
school, community center, fire station and commercial area.

 GROWING 

BANNING FROM
THE INSIDE OUT



This year’s budget allows for several
new staff positions that will improve
operations at the City.
Earlier this year, the City Council approved
recruitment of an Economic Development
Manager, Community Services Officer,
Customer Service and Billing Manager,
Utility Billing Representative, and Public
Information Officer.
These positions will help bring more
businesses to the City, improve customer
service and begin restoring some of the 40
full-time positions that were cut over the last
few years.

City Council Adopts
By-District Election System
The City is moving to a new election system in which residents vote for City Council
members by district. This is a change from the current at-large system, where every
voter in the City elects all five members of the Council. After concerns were raised
about the fairness of an at-large system, the City Council gathered input from the
public at three hearings. On June 28th, the City Council passed an ordinance amending
the Banning Municipal Code. The vote approved the move to a by-district election
system and established boundaries for five electoral districts.
Council members now in office will complete their terms. Beginning with this year’s
general election on Nov. 8th, voters will have a chance to elect their representation for
Council Districts 1, 2 and 3. The seats in Districts 4 and 5 are up for election in 2018.
Under the by-district system, a candidate for City Council must reside in the area he
or she wishes to represent, and voters may only vote for the candidates running in
their district.
Map available: www.ci.banning.ca.us/470/Council-Districts

Stay up-to-date with Banning Community News, Public Works, and Conservation Updates by signing up for our free quarterly newsletter notifications at: www.ci.banning.ca.us/list.aspx

STATE SETS DRINKING WATER
STANDARD FOR CHROMIUM-6

IN THE WORKS
WITH PUBLIC WORKS

You may have heard in the news lately about how water districts and agencies are responding to the state
standard for chromium-6 in drinking water.

Improvements are being made to streets, storm drains and traffic signals to keep things
running smoothly in the City. Here are some details:

California is the only state to set its own regulation for chromium-6, also known as hexavalent chromium or
Cr-6, which occurs naturally in rocks, plants and groundwater, and in some industrial processes.

Work is expected to begin around the City in January to resurface almost 2 miles of streets, repair
220 potholes, restripe, build 355 feet of curbs and gutters, and construct 770 feet of new sidewalk. Most of
the money for the project – almost $1.2 million – comes from Measure A, Riverside County’s half-cent sales
tax for transportation.

California’s level is 10 parts per billion (ppb), a small amount equal to about 10 drops in 100,000 gallons.
This standard took effect on July 1, 2015, and water agencies have until January 1, 2020, to make sure their
wells are in compliance.
Water suppliers test regularly for chromium and report those findings to health officials and their customers.

The Riverside County Flood Control and Water Conservation District will lay 5,750 feet of storm drain
pipe up to 60 inches in diameter, and install inlet catch basins and manholes. The project, which is expected
to begin in January, also includes street resurfacing along Hargrave Street, from Ramsey Street to Indian
School Lane. The project is funded by the County.
The City received a $373,700 Highway Safety Improvement Program grant to upgrade traffic signals
and related infrastructure, such as signal controllers, pedestrian push buttons and illuminated street signs,
throughout the City. The remaining cost of $41,800 will be covered by development impact fees. The
project will be put out to bid in December.

In the City of Banning, nine of the 21 operating wells do not meet the standard. Chromium-6 in those
nine wells was below 25 ppb as demonstrated in regular testing. Testing of the well water occurs at the
well before the water enters the distribution system. The City completed a Chromium-6 Treatment and
Compliance Study in July 2016, which included recommendations for meeting the new standard. The City
is investigating cost-effective treatment options, and will conduct a pilot study and design plans for a facility
to treat the impacted wells.
Prior to California setting its own chromium-6 requirement, water providers in the state complied with
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency standard, which is determined by the level of contaminants in
drinking water at which no adverse health effects are likely to occur.
Under the Safe Drinking Water Act, the EPA has set a federal standard of 100 parts per billion for total
chromium, which includes chromium-6 and chromium-3; there is
no federal regulation for chromium-6 separately.
The current federal standard is based on potential adverse
dermatological effects over many years, such as skin reactions. The
EPA regularly re-evaluates drinking water standards and, based on
new science on chromium-6, began a rigorous and comprehensive
review of its health effects in 2008.

"The City is
investigating
cost-effective
treatment
options"

Drought & Water Conservation
Banning residents have done an extraordinary job of conserving water
over the last year. Water efficiency has become a way of life as we
endure ongoing drought. In May, the Governor permanently banned
wasteful use, including:
Using potable (drinking) water to irrigate
grass on street medians
Hosing off paved surfaces such as driveways,
sidewalks and asphalt
Using a hose without a shutoff nozzle to
wash a vehicle
Fountains and water features without
recirculating water systems
Sprinkler overspray, runoff or
excessive irrigation
Watering within 48 hours of a rain event.

City Office Closures
Veteran’s Day – Nov. 11, 2016
Thanksgiving Day – Nov. 24, 2016
Thanksgiving Holiday – Nov. 25, 2016
Christmas Eve (observed) – Dec. 23, 2016
Christmas Day (observed) – Dec. 26, 2016
New Year’s Day (observed) – Jan. 2, 2017

WIN A GIFT CARD!
If you sign up by December 31, 2016, to receive E-Newsletters from the City, you will be entered into a
drawing for a Hobby Lobby gift card. Just go to the City’s website and click on “Receive Notifications,” or use
the “Notify Me” link at www.ci.banning.ca.us/list.aspx.
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